Call for Papers 

2010 SECSOR Regional Meeting 

March 5-7, 2010 Atlanta Marriott Century Center
The following sections and program units invite members who wish to present a paper or coordinate a session to submit proposals (1-2 pages) or completed manuscripts to the appropriate section chairs by the call deadline, October 15, 2009. Each member is limited to one proposal.
Please use the proposal submission form available on the SECSOR web site ( http://groups.wfu.edu/secsor/ ). Proposals for joint sessions should be sent to all chairs.  

Please note that unless otherwise indicated, papers must be of such a length as can be presented and discussed within 45 minutes.  Planned use of audio-visual equipment must be noted on the submission form. Because of the very high cost of renting audio-visual equipment, presenters who wish to use such equipment must provide it themselves. SECSOR will provide a limited number of designated AV rooms with a screen, cart, and cords; however, presenters must bring their own projection, audio, and other AV equipment. So it is still necessary for program planners to know what presenters are planning on using AV equipment so they can be scheduled in appropriate rooms. It is imperative that we have all information concerning AV equipment on proposal forms. This allows us to plan “AV rooms” where sessions with similar needs can be scheduled. AV costs are based on a per room, per day basis. By blocking rooms, SECSOR can save substantially on conference costs.  In addition, SECSOR cannot support the cost of audio visual equipment but will provide AV ready rooms. If you must use this equipment, note on your proposal form that you will provide your own equipment at the conference. Thank you for your cooperation. 
The copying of handouts is also the responsibility of the presenter. 

All program participants must be pre-registered for the meeting.

Suggestions for new program units or special speakers should be sent to SECSOR’s Executive Director or to the Vice President/Program Chair of the respective society (see list of regional officers).

(SBL/ASOR) Archaeology and the Ancient World (4 sessions)

Four sessions: (1) Special session with a guest lecturer, “Jesus and the Galilean Economy”; (2) Invited panel, “Jesus and the Galilean Economy”; (3) A joint session with Teaching Religions, “Teaching in the Field: Best Practices in Field Schools”; (4) Open call.  We are interested in scholarly papers. To wit: slide presentations must be accompanied by a written paper. Papers may be on, but are not restricted to, the topic of religion and economics. We are also interested in papers dealing with archaeological theory and/or method, but will not exclude papers on other subjects dealing with archaeology and material culture.  Submit proposals (or complete papers if you have never presented) to Ralph K. Hawkins, Kentucky Christian University (rhawkins@kcu.edu).

(AAR/SBL) Bible and Modern Culture (5 sessions)

Themes: (1) Invited panel “The Black and African Diaspora Reading the Hebrew Bible”;  (2) A joint session with Religions of Asia, "Biblical Interpretations in Asian Cultures”;  (3) A joint session with Islam, “Scripture, Religion, and Science”; (4) “Caribbean Religions: The Historical, Cultural, and Sacred Traditions”; (5) Open Call.  Submit proposals to Brian Mooney, Johnson & Wales University (brian.mooney@jwu.edu), and Finbar S. Benjamin, Oakwood University, (fbenjamin@oakwood.edu).

(AAR) Black Cultures and the Study of Religion (3 Sessions)

Themes: (1) Open Call; (2) Invited panel, “Troubling Black Religion: Changing Times and the Study of Black Religion”; (3) A joint section with Women and Religion on the intersections of race, gender, religion, and economics.  Papers that deal with the racial, gendered, and economic dimensions of religion in contemporary black culture are sought, especially the following:  1) papers that deal with the commodification of religion or religion and economic justice, and 2) papers that engage recent books on commodified religion in black communities. Such books include Stephanie Y. Mitchem’s, Name It and Claim It: Prosperity Preaching and the Black Church, Milmon F. Harrison’s, Righteous Riches: The Word of Faith Movement in Contemporary  African American Religion, and Jonathan Walton’s, Watch This!: The Aesthetics and Ethics of Black Televangelism. Submit proposals to Ronald B. Neal, Claflin University (rneal@claflin.edu).

(AAR) Constructive Theologies (4 sessions)

Themes:  (1) Open Call; (2) Theology and the Economy; (3) Liturgical/Sacramental Theologies; (4) Invited panel, “Teaching in/and ‘The Economy’: Pedagogical Implications” with 
Teaching Religions and Ethics, Religion, and Society.  Submit proposals to Mark Medley, Baptist Seminary of Kentucky (mark.medley@bsky.org), and Emily Askew, Lexington Theological Seminary (easkew@lextheo.edu).  

(AAR) Ethics, Religion, and Society (5 sessions)

Themes: Proposals on all topics will be considered, but the following topics are encouraged: (1) Open call in the area of economic justice; (2) The ethics of capitalism; (3) Comparative religious ethics; (4) A joint session with Women and Religion on women’s sexuality and reproductive health; (5) Invited panel, “Teaching in/and ‘The Economy’: Pedagogical Implications” with Constructive Theologies and Teaching Religions.  All submissions are encouraged to consider and pay close attention to issues pertaining to the balance between theory and applied ethics.  Submit proposals to Darla Schumm, Hollins University (dschumm@hollins.edu), and Sally Holt, Belmont University (sally.holt@belmont.edu).

(SBL) Hebrew Scriptures/Old Testament (3-4 sessions)

Themes:  (1) Invited panel on “Economics in the Hebrew Bible.” (2) Invited panel on technology and Hebrew Bible studies. (3) Open call. Submit proposals (or complete papers if you have never presented) to Bryan Bibb, Furman University (bryan.bibb@furman.edu) and David Garber, McAfee School of Theology, Mercer University (garber_dg@mercer.edu). 

(AAR) History of Christianity (3 sessions) 

Themes:  (1) Any aspect of the early church and Greco-Roman culture, from Jesus to Justinian; (2) Medieval Christian thought; (3) Reformation history and theology.  Submit proposals to Dr. Michael Simmons, Auburn University (bishopmichael@centurytel.net). 
(AAR) History of Judaism (3 sessions)

Themes: (1) Second Temple Judaism; (2) Open Call; (3) Special session with mystery scholar.  Submit proposals (or complete papers if you have never presented) to Dr. Gilya Schmidt, University of Tennessee (gschmidt@utk.edu). 
(AAR) Islam (5 sessions)
Themes:  Proposals on all topics in Islamic Studies will be considered, but proposals for the following themes are especially invited: (1) Social and economic justice; (2) A joint session with Teaching Religion, “Teaching Islam: Challenges and Opportunities;” (3) A joint session with Bible and Modern Culture, “Scripture, Religion, and Science;” (4) Political theology; (5) Islam in the West. Submit proposals to Rachel Scott, Virginia Tech, (rmscott@vt.edu), and Dave Damrel, University of South Carolina Upstate (ddamrel@uscupstate.edu)

(AAR) Method and Theory of Religion (3 sessions)

Themes: (1) Critical readings of the work of Immanuel Wallenstein (bibliography and description available at www.methodandtheory.co.nr) or other economic theory as it relates to Economics and Religion. (2) Applications of the theories of Immanuel Wallenstein (or other economic theorists) to the data of Religion. (3) Student papers that are related to method and theory in the study of Religion. Papers relating to Economics are particularly encouraged. Undergraduate student paper proposals must be sponsored by a faculty member who will act as respondent to the paper at the session.  Submit proposals to Randy Reed, Appalachian State (reedrw@appstate.edu), and Laura Ammon, University of North Florida (laura.ammon@unf.edu).    

(SBL) New Testament (5 sessions)

Themes:  (1) Open call; (2) Reception history of the New Testament texts; (3) Historical Jesus and/or Gospel relationships/trajectories; (4) Pauline and/or Deutero-Pauline letters; (5) “Theological interpretation” of the New Testament and/or New Testament ethics. Submit proposals to Kavin Rowe, Duke Divinity School (krowe@div.duke.edu). 
(AAR) Philosophy of Religion (2 sessions)

Submissions are invited on the following themes: (1) The relationship between faith and reason.  Of particular interest are papers that consider anti-evidentialist claims in a scientific age;  (2) Philosophy in the Medieval period.  Papers should consider the question of how (specific) religious philosophers of the Middle Ages interacted with one another in their works.  Of particular interest will be how Muslim, Jewish, and Christian philosophers understood and, at times, employed each other’s work.  Submit proposals to Dr. Mark Wells, Montreat College (mwells@montreat.edu).
(AAR) Religion and Ecology Consultation (2 sessions)

This new consultation seeks papers and other scholarly presentations addressing the theme of religion and ecology.  Sessions will be open and proposals are sought from interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary, as well as disciplinary, perspectives.  Topics may include theory of religion and ecology; religion and ecology in the Southeast (before contact, historical studies, contemporary issues and developments); specific religious traditions and ecology; specific religious themes (e.g., ritual, mysticism); comparative studies.   General themes of interest to the consultation include:  Does (did) religion and/or a religion cause ecological crisis?  Is religion (or humanism) necessary to solve ecological crisis?  Does ecological crisis call for a “new spirituality” or a new religion?  Submit proposals to Richard M. Carp, Appalachian State University, (carprm@appstate.edu).

(AAR) Religion, Culture, and the Arts (4 sessions)
Themes: (1) Religion, Sports, and the Body; (2) Music, Performance, and Identity (collective and individual); (3) Religion and Children's Literature (including young adult fiction); (4) A joint session with Religion in America, “Intolerance in American Media”; (5) Open Call.  Submit proposals to Adam M. Ware, Florida State University (amware@fsu.edu).

(AAR) Religion in America (4 or 5 sessions)
Themes:  (1) Open Call; (2) A joint session with Religion, Culture, and the Arts, “Intolerance in American Media”; (3) America, Religion, and the World (missions, globalization, literature, etc.); (4) Leisure and Religion in the U.S.; (5) Religion and Innovation (theories, case studies, etc.).  Submit proposals to Lynn S. Neal, Wake Forest University (nealls@wfu.edu).

(AAR) Religions of Asia (4 sessions)
Themes: (1) Biographies in Asian Traditions; (2) A joint session with Bible in Modern Culture entitled “Biblical Interpretations in Asian Cultures”; (3) Invited panel on Neurobiology and Contemplative Religions; (4) Open Call.  Submit proposals to Steven Ramey, University of Alabama (steven.ramey@ua.edu), and Pamela Winfield, Elon University (pwinfield@elon.edu).

(AAR) Teaching Religions (4 sessions) 

Themes:  (1): Teaching as (theo)ethical praxis; (2) A joint session with ASOR, “Teaching in the Field:  Best Practices in Field Schools”; (3) A joint session, Islam, “Teaching Islam: Challenges and Opportunities”; (4) Invited panel, “Teaching in/and ‘The Economy’: Pedagogical Implications” with Constructive Theologies and Ethics, Religion, and Society.  Submit proposals to Margaret Aymer, Interdenominational Theological Seminary (revdraymer@gmail.com). Graduate students and independent scholars are as encouraged to apply as senior and junior faculty. 

Undergraduate Research (2 sessions)

Students at institutions in the Southeast Region are invited to submit papers for the Undergraduate Session, sponsored by SECSOR. Open to all topics, the session will be composed of the papers considered the best submissions by an interdisciplinary committee. Students should submit completed papers that reflect original student research of an appropriate length for presentation (approximately 12 d.s. pages). No paper over 15 d.s. pages will be considered. One submission per student. Please include on a cover page contact information for the student and a faculty sponsor who has reviewed the submission. Electronic submissions preferred. Send submissions by December 15, 2009, to Anne Blue Wills, Davidson College (anwills@davidson.edu). Note: Undergraduates may still submit proposals to other sections as well.

(AAR) Women and Religion (4 sessions) 

Proposals on all themes will be considered, but the following themes are especially encouraged: (1) Gender and place; (2) Women in media, art, or performance; (3) A joint session with Black Cultures and the Study of Religion on the intersections between race, gender, religion, and economics; (4) A joint session with Religion, Ethics, and Society on women’s sexuality and reproductive health. Submit proposals to Emily Holmes, Christian Brothers University  (emily.holmes@cbu.edu), and Jill Peterfeso, UNC Chapel Hill (petjm@email.unc.edu). 
