Wake Forest University Mock Trial

Character Prompts

Please choose TWO of the following situations and prepare to deliver a 1-2 minute monologue for each in tryouts. Witnesses in mock trial are a large part of determining who wins each round. Character development, convincing accents of any kind, humor (when appropriate), and melodrama (also when appropriate) are all scored well. Please keep the above in mind when preparing your monologue. Please feel free to ad lib or create any additional facts not given in order to help you develop the monologue. Each situation will be accompanied by slight cues to help you develop the character for your monologue. Feel free to expand and develop your own character as you see fit.
Situation 1-

You are the owner of a convenience store who was working the night shift while robbed at gunpoint by a group of gang members. It is one hour after the robbery occurred, and you are being questioned by a police officer who has asked you to tell him what happened. (character: quirky/humorous)

Situation 2- 

You are the parent of a young child who has just been kidnapped. The police have asked you to make a videotape asking for the safe return of your child that they will play over local media in order to try and persuade the kidnappers to return your child. (character: desperate)

Situation 3- 
You are a detective in the local police department who is being interviewed by a TV reporter after testifying in a homicide case that you solved. The reporter has asked you to tell her if you think the accused will be convicted, and why. (character: confident bordering on cocky)

Situation 4- 

You are a radio reporter for a small town news station. You are giving the morning report on the hot news from yesterday in your town (which, being from a very small town isn’t so interesting). (character: over zealous and enthusiastic). You may make up your own news. 

Situation 5-

You are the author of five books on market economics and widely recognized as the best financial mind in the world. You have recently published a report that says the economy is going to depression, but all the other experts disagree. Defend your projection (character: haughty, indignant, hyper intellectual) Note: Do not worry about accurate statements of economics, make up whatever you wish.

