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Public Debate Format


	PART I:	Introduction & opening speeches


		Moderatorís introduction (3 minutes)


		First affirmative opening argument (6 minutes)


		First opposition opening argument (6 minutes)


		Second affirmative  argument (6 minutes)


		Second opposition argument (6 minutes)





	PART II: 	Audience questions (25 minutes)





	PART III: Closing statements


		Affirmative closing statement (3 minutes)


		Negative closing statement (3 minutes)


		




















If you would like to receive a full


transcript of this debate, or have suggestions


for future debate topics, please contact:





Allan Louden, Director of Debate


Box 7347 Reynolda Station


Winston-Salem, NC 27109
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About SEEYLI





The Southeast Europe Youth Leadership Initiative (SEEYLI) presents students with the opportunity to explore American politics and culture; to meet and interact with students from other Southeastern European locales as well as from the United States; to engage in structured workshops and dialogues as well as to participate in less structured social situations; to visit major political and cultural institutions in the Winston-Salem, and the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area; and to participate in several small group intensive five day projects, each focusing on the skills of advocacy, negotiation, investigation, and leadership in a different social context, such as the courts, the congress, ethics, law, media and youth activism. Students can be expected to leave with an improved knowledge of the opportunities and challenges of civil society as well as their own opportunities for leadership and activism.








The Staff Demonstration Debate





This event is designed to provide a forum for SEEYLI staff members to present their viewpoints and test each othersí arguments in an adversarial format This format includes opening speeches by each advocate, audience questions, and closing arguments.








The Participants





ï John Patten, Wake Forest University


John majors in philosophy at Wake Forest University. In high school, he was a standout debater for Montgomery Bell Academy (MBA) in Nashville, Tennessee, where he qualified for the elimination rounds at numerous national tournaments including the Tournament of Champions. In his first year on the intercollegiate circuit, John made a splash by reaching the finals of the Liberty University tournament. His hobbies include watching movies and playing poker.





ï Sean Ridley, Wake Forest University


Sean was a superstar high school debater in the superior  ìLincoln Douglasî format, debating out of Virginia Beach, Virginia. At Wake Forest, he is majoring in political science and in his first year of intercollegiate debate competition, he emerged victorious at the Vanderbilit tournament. His hobbies include reading the newspaper and hangliding.





ï Gordon Mitchell, Associate Professor of Communication, University of Pittsburgh (moderator).


Gordon holds a Ph.D. in Communication from Northwestern and currently teaches in the Department of Communication at the University of Pittsburgh. His academic work focuses on rhetoric of science, public argument, and argumentation pedagogy. As Director of the University of Pittsburghís William Pitt Debating Union since 1995, �Gordon has organized and moderated over 70 public debates in five states. He is a champion rock skipper with a terrible sense of directionóhe once got lost on a golf course and had to be retrieved.





ï Damien Pfister, University of Pittsburgh


Damien recently earned an M.A. in communication from the University of Pittsburgh, and he is now in his second year of doctoral study in that program. A standout intercollegiate debater for the University of Alabama, Damien qualified for the elimination rounds at numerous tournaments and won countless speaker awards. He served as Acting Director of Debate at the University of Pittsburgh for the fall term of 2004, and has taught debate at all levels, ranging from elementary school students to adults. Damien is a gourmet chef who grows his own herbs.





ï Nicki Williams, Binghamton University


Nicki is a graduate student of English at Binghamton University in New York. She recently graduated from Clarion University, where she was a sterling varsity debater, qualifying for the elimination rounds at tournaments such as Navy, Liberty and Catholic, while also appearing in several public debates. She also has a feather in her cap for defeating Wake Forestís own Patrick Waldinger in a high-pressure debate round. Nickiís hobbies include poker and jujitsu. 





