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a brief history of the ndt 

The National Debate Tournament began at the United States Military Academy in 1947. It 
was organized and conducted by the Academy at West Point for its first twenty years. Initial 
tournament rules were determined by the West Point Administration in consultation with debate 
coaches such as A. Craig Baird of the University of Iowa, G.M. Musgrave of Des Moines, Alan 
Nichols of the University of Southern California, E. R. Nichols of the University of Redlands, and 
Joseph O'Brien of Penn State University. 

At the first tournament in 1947, 29 colleges participated in the "seeding" rounds and four 
elimination rounds over a three-day period. Some of the features off the tournament were that no 
school would meet a school within five hundred miles of itself during the seeding rounds and that 
no coach would judge a school from his or her own district. 

In 1967, the National Debate Tournament entered a 
new era as the American Forensic Association, the national 
professional organization of American forensic educators, 
assumed responsibility for the tournament. The NDT was 
moved from West Point and has been hosted by a different 
school every year since, although four schools have hosted it 
twice (West Georgia College, Miami University of Ohio, and the 
University of Utah, Southwest Missouri State). 

Procedures for the tournament are determined by the 
NDT Committee, which is composed of one member elected 
from each of the 9 districts and 4 members appointed by the 
AFA President. The NDT Board of Trustees is also appointed by 
the AFA President it has the responsibility of overseeing all !\IDT 
financial matters. As debate has developed in recent years 
other refinements have been added to the tournament: Cross­
examination, ten minutes of preparation time, elaborate 
procedures for mutual judge ratings, judge qualification 
requirements, and computer assisted research stations for 
participating schools. The tournament has also expanded in 
size from 29 teams to 78 teams. 

In the early days, district-nominating committees chose teams. This method was replaced 
by qualifying tournaments in most districts. For the first 20 years of NDT competition the 
tournament host and previous year's winner received automatic invitations. Post-district at-large 
bids were initiated in 1968, and pre-district bids in 1971. Since 1970, it has been possible for any 
school to qualify as many as two teams for the tournament. Beginning in 1992, the tournament 
expanded from 72 teams to 78 teams allowing up to six schools to potentially qualify a third team. 

The National Debate Tournament is grateful to its corporate sponsor, the Ford Motor 
Company Fund. The NDT is also indebted to Mr. Sigurd S. Larmon (1891-1987) for donating the 
rotating Larmon Trophy, emblematic of the national debate championship; to Mr. And Mrs. George 
Walker for donating the rotating second-place Walker Memorial Trophy in memory of their son; to 
Mr. Robert Feldhake, top speaker at the 1976 NDT and now an attorney in Los Angeles, for 
donating the Wayne Brockriede Top Speaker Award; to District Nine for donating the rotating top 
Speaker Trophy; the Copeland Family for donating the Rex Copelan First Team at-Large Trophy, 
and to Ovid R. Davis and the State University of West Georgia for donating the Championship 
Coach Award. 
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history of hostin 
1947-66 United States Military Academy 
1967 University of Chicago Richard Lavarnway & Thomas McClain 
1968 Brooklyn College Charles Parkhurst 
1969 Northern Illinois University M. Jack Parker 

1970 University of Houston William English 
1971 Macalaster College W. Scott Nobles 
1972 University of Utah Jack Rhodes 
1973 United States Naval Academy Phil Warken 

1974 United States Air Force Academy Phil Whitlock 
1975 University of the Pacific Paul Winters 
1976 Boston College Daniel Rohrer 
1977 Southwest Missouri State Rita Rice Flaningham 

1978 Metropolitan State College Gary Holbrook 
1979 University of Kentucky J.W. Patterson 
1980 University of Arizona Tim Browning 
1981 Cal-Poly University, Pomona Robert Charles 

1982 Florida State University Marilyn Young 
1983 Colorado College James Johnson 
1984 University of Tennessee Russell Church 
1985 Gonzaga University Darrell Scott & Joan Archer-Cronin 

1986 Dartmouth College Herb James 
1987 Illinois State University Arnie Madsen 
1988 Weber State University Randy Scott 
1989 Miami University, OH Jack Rhodes 

1990 West Georgia College Chester Gibson 
1991 Trinity University Frank Harrison 
1992 Miami University, OH Jack Rhodes 
1993 University of Northern Iowa Bill Henderson 

1994 University of Louisville Tim Hynes 
1995 West Georgia College Chester Gibson 
1996 Wake Forest University Allan Louden 
1997 Liberty University Brett O'Donnell 

1998 University of Utah Rebecca Bjork 
1999 Wayne State University George Ziegelmueller 
2000 University of Missouri Kansas City Linda Collier 
2001 Baylor University Karla Leeper 

2002 Southwest Missouri State John Fritch 
2003 Emory University Melissa Wade & Bill Newnam 
2004 Catholic University of America Ron Bratt 

JONAL JONAL 
DEBATE DEBATE 
TOU R NAJI,.lENT TOU R NAJI,.lENTN I~AI N I~AT 
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THE JAYHAWK NATION WISHES TO THANK THE "HEAD
 
HAWK" DONN PARSON FOR ALL HE HAS DONE FOR DEBATE
 

AT KU AND THE DEBATE COMMUNITY
 

KU HEAD COACH 1964-88
 
DIRECTOR OF NDT 1993~2004
 

COACHED 3 NDT CHAMPIONS
 
COACHED 8 TEAMS TO NDT FINAL FOUR
 

DIRECTED MORE NDT'S THAN ANYONE ELSE
 

THE DEBATERS AND COACHES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS WISH TO
 
EXPRESS THEIR THANKS AND ADMIRATION FOR ALL THAT THE HEAD HAWK HAS
 
DONE AND CONTINUES TO DO TO MAKE DEBATE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
 
WHAT IT IS. DR. PARSON'S COMMITMENT TO THE ACTIVITY AND THE PEOPLE IN
 

THE ACTIVITY IS REMARKABLE. THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR
 
HEARTS.
 

GOOD LUCK TO LINDY, MATT, JORDAN AND TODD IN MAKING DR. PARSON'S
 
FINAL NDT A MEMORABLE ONE.
 



The Dartmouth Forensic Union
 

would like to thank
 

Donn Parson
 

for his many years of
 

outstanding service directing the
 

National Debate Tournament
 

with integrity, efficiency and humor.
 





GOOD LUCK II 
TO SCOTT AND 

THE 03..04 JAYHAWKS. 

MANY THANKS TO 

DR. PARSON, 

Go, Fight, Win, Hawkeyes 

Congratulations Jake, Todd, Dan & Orionll 
From: Andy, Andy, and Corey 

WHOSE DECADES OF 
LEADERSHIP HAVE 

SERVED EVERY 
JAYHAWK. 

~ock eltew:lk., 
J. ZIVE 

Good Luck Henry! 

Best Wishes for the 
NDT. 

Marie Dzuris 

The eVA coaches and 
teammates of 

Kerry Coleman 
wish to congratulate her on 

an outstanding career. 

CONGRATULATIONS I! 

TO THE 

WAKE FOREST 
DEMON DEACONS. 

JAMIE CARROLL 
& 

BRAD HALL 

GOOD LUCK, 

~7~ 
CLASS OF '94 

Go Iowa Hawkeyes !!! 

Best of luck at the NDT. 

Danielle R. Wiese 
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WAKE FOREST 
UNIVERSITY 

Who have qualified teams for the 2004 NDT:
 

THE ARIZONA DEBATE INSTITUTE 
Congratulates the ADI students and Research Fellows who 

qualified/or the 2004 National Debate Tournament 
http://commfacultyfullerton.eduljbruschkeladi.htm 

Mike Greenstein, Emory Matt Kennedy, Fullerton 
Randy Seidman, Frullerton Colin Hahn, Gonzaga 
Mike Shackelford, Weber State Eric Sullivan, Gonzaga 
Josh Clark, Fullerton Cameron Ward, Fullerton 
Brynn Olsen, Pepperdine Teddy Albiniak, Redlands 
Kacey Wolmer, Emory Sarah Spring, Miami Ohio 
Gary Bennett, Pepperdine Sally White, Gonzaga 
Erik Mathis, Georgia State Brian Gillis, Loyola 
DM Boykin, Wayne State Jay Johnson, Wayne State 
Mike Wietz, Wayne State Matt Farmer, Wayne State 
Melinda Mcvey, USC James Thomas, West Georgia 
Drew Meuer, Gonzaga Stephen Lind, Liberty 



Dave and Greta 
Congratulations and Good Luck! 

Love, 
Biz and Friends 

The SMSU Holt V. Spicer Debate Forum
 
would like to congratulate our two NDT qualifying teams: 

Benjamin Warner / Michael Mapes
 
Martin Osborn / Michael Kearney
 

Specific congratulations to Ben for an excellent senior year, an 
excellent debate career, and being the only SMSU debater with the 
A.A. degree. 

We also congratulate the entire SMSU debate team for a year of 
hard work, interesting strategies, argumentative diversity, and 
impressive improvements. Best of luck in D.C.! 



The Northwestern University
 
Debate Society
 

Congratulates
 
Dr. Donn W. Parson
 

Director, National Debate Tournament
 
1992 Through 2004
 

Thanks For Your Commitment
 
And Service
 

Congratulations To Our Graduating Seniors:
 
Tracy Carson Scotty Gottbreht 

Asher Haig Bret Harper 
Karen Lee Jayson Leek 
Matt Lindsey Jim Lux 

Michael McGillen LaTonya Starks 
Joel Wallace
 

Northwestern University 

National Debate Tournament Champions
 
2003 * 2002 * 1999 * 1998 * 1995 * 1994 *1980 * 1978 * 1973 * 1966 * 1959 * 1958
 

National Debate Tournament Top Speakers
 
2000 * 1999 * 1998 * 1996 * 1989 * 1973 * 1968 * 1966 * 1962
 

Rex Copeland Memorial Award -- Top First Round At-Large 
2003 * 1999 * 1996 * 1988 * 1979 
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The Georgia Bulldogs
 
1993 - 2004
 

Debaters & Coaches
 

Thank
 

Dr. Donn Parson
 

For His Service
 

ToTheNDT
 
Community
 

Liberty University Debate
 

Congratulates
 

Elisha Nix
 
Our graduating senior who began her career as a true novice debater 

And 

Donn Parson
 
On his twelve years of service to the NDT
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Harvard Debate, Inc.
 

Salutes
 

Dr. Donn Parson
 

the greatest NDT director 
ofthe 21st century 



Congratulations I!!
 

Kentucky Wildcats
 

Jamie Hartmann & Reuben Schy 

Wake Forest Demon Deacons
 

Jamie Carroll & Brad Hall 

from 

Anonymous Alums 

Good Luck I!!
 


